
Pål's Totally Awesome List Of How To Get Started With Doctor Who

Doctor Who is awesome and magnificent and splendid in its glory, but it can be a bit overwhelming 
because of the sheer volume and changing nature of the cast. Also, the special effects can be a bit 
cheesy, but it's worth sitting through the occasional digital mishap. It's generally awesome though, 
so feel free to just watch it chronologically, starting with the 2005 reboot. (Do yourself and your 
sanity a favor and keep the Classic Who for later, when you already love Doctor Who.)

If you don't want to do that, this is a primer on central episodes: Things I think everybody should 
have seen because they're either too awesome not to have seen (slightly biased towards the 
historical episodes because I'm a nerd), or because they contain information, characters and/or 
villains that will make later series much more comprehensible and emotionally gripping. Generally, 
Doctor Who is pretty good at providing a brief backup summary though (it's chiefly aimed at kids, 
after all), so most of the time it's easy to skip ahead if you don't like something. 

If you just want a madcap adventure to try out Doctor Who once, to see whether it's something for 
you, I'd personally recommend 4.8/9 Silence in the Library/Forest of the Dead. (What can I say, it 
worked for me!)

1.1 Rose (Explains the universe and who and what and how the Doctor is, but is admittedly a bit 
cheesy. It gets better though!)

If you like Rose, feel free to just watch the next two series in sequence. If you don't like 
Rose, it's still worth watching at least the episodes listed below to get a general feel for the series! If 
you absolutely cannot bear her, skip ahead to 3.1 and read up on the rest on Wikipedia.
1.5 Dalek (Explains one of the major antagonists)
1.9/10 The Empty Child/The Doctor Dances (Easily the best story of the season. Also, Captain 
Jack, who is awesome.)
1.12/13 Bad Wolf/Parting of the Ways (Series finale. Good story, universe-explaininess. 
Introduces regeneration, which is sort of a central concept.)

2.0 Christmas Invasion [Christmas Special] (First episode with David Tennant as the Doctor; good 
fun!) 

Overall, the second season is quite good – if you're at all into historical figures, check out 
3.2 Tooth and Claw (With Queen Victoria!)
3.3 School Reunion (Also lovely and reintroduces a character from Classic Who)

However, there isn't really that much of an overarching story arch, so it's easier to skip 
around and see what you like. As always, it's good to at least watch the season finale, which is
2.12/13 Army of Ghosts/Doomsday

3.1 Smith & Jones (New companion! Someone with an education!) 
Personally, I really like Martha, and I recommend pretty much the entire series both 

character- and storywise. As always, people disagree though. The essential episodes of the series are
3.2 The Shakespeare Code (for obvious reasons, this is one of my favorite episodes in the whole 
show. Shakes-fucking-peare, bitches!)
3.8/9 Human Nature/Family of Blood (Bit of a weird one, but very, very good.)
3.10 Blink (Not only creepy as shit (and I mean genuinely scary, oh my god) but also important for 
later series.)
3.11-13 Utopia/The Sound of Drums/The Last of the Time Lords (Fantastic three-parter. 
Everything's better with Captain Jack! Also, important for future series, so a definite must-watch 
here.)



4.1 Partners in Crime (New companion: Donna, who by general acclaim is one of the, if not the 
best companion ever.)

The entire series is pretty much the best! Ever! Special highlights (for me at least) include 
4.3 Planet of the Ood (Because Ood is good!)
4.4/5 The Sontaran Strategem/The Poison Sky (Brings back a kickass Martha)
4.7 The Unicorn and the Wasp (It's a golden 20s murder mystery!)
4.8/9 Silence in the Library/Forest of the Dead (Introduces a character extremely important for 
later series, but even if it didn't, it's one of the best stories in the series)
4.12/13 The Stolen Earth/Journey's End (Lots and lots of people in the Tardis, a Classic Who 
enemy, and pretty much just two hours of unadulterated awesomeness.)

There was a break between series with only a bunch of specials throughout the year. The 
important (and good) ones are:
Waters of Mars
The End of Time, Pt. 1 and 2 (Bring tissues, it's Ten's swan song.)

5.1 The Eleventh Hour (New Doctor! New companion! More insanity! Bowties!)
I'm not nearly as familiar with the Eleventh Doctor as I am with Ten, mostly due to the fact 

that I hated him for an entire year based on him not being, uh, Ten. But I've been rewatching and 
he's actually fantastic, so do give him a chance. Actually, if you're trying to catch up on Doctor 
Who before the current season continues, this is probably the best place to start, but I'm selfish 
and want you to like Ten more than Eleven. Anyway, it's quite a good series, and my highlights 
include
5.2 The Beast Below (Wonderful character study of both Amy and the Doctor.)
5.4/5 The Time of Angels/Flesh and Stone (Old friends, old enemies, and general awesome 
scariness.)
5.10 Vincent and the Doctor (Vincent van Gogh. Heartwrenching story. Good times.)

6.0 A Christmas Carol [Christmas Special] (The episode that made me love Matt Smith. Fish in 
the fog, and general timey-wimey-ness!)
6.1/2 The Impossible Astronaut/Days of the Moon (1969! The Doctor messing with Nixon and 
the FBI! Stetsons!) 

Also, story-arch-wise, this series is much more tied together to form one more coherent 
narrative. This is both good (because it's awesome) and bad (because it's not a good place to start 
watching Doctor Who, also it can get confusing), but obviously you should watch every second of it 
at some point. The two more sort of stand-alone episodes of the series are
6.4 The Doctor's Wife (Neil Gaiman wrote the script for that, and just as weird and wonderful as 
you'd expect.)
6.11 The God Complex (Which is weird, and kind of scary, and architecturally reminds me of 
Samfundet a bit, now that I think about it.) 

We're obviously in the middle of the seventh season right now, but I want to see how it all 
ties together in the end, so I'm still reserving judgement on that one. But if you're not hooked by this 
point, it's your own fault, really... 

Happy watching, live long and prosper, and be excellent to each other :) 


